Family Letter (11)

A Lenten Reflection for Educators

Our lives are awfully busy. Most of us find it difficult to squeeze a little time for
quietness, including time for self-reflection and time for Jesus.

In the Gospel of John, the accounts of the Samaritan woman (John 4: 4-42) and the
man born blind (John 9:1-38) tell us the way how Jesus reaches out to people. He
doesn’t wait for people to come to Him, but He takes the initiative.

Jesus reaches out to people who feel rejected and lonely. He shows compassion for
those who are in need, since nobody is a complete failure or a hopeless case in His
eyes. He sees all of them as beloved children of His Father, and a brother or sister
whom He cherishes. He wants to share His love with them and let them know how
much He values them. This is a most encouraging message for us all.

The above-mentioned accounts also reveal Jesus’ desire to fill us with His blessing.
He wants to give all of us a share in His grace, His love, and His power. The blind
man regained his sight and was filled with increasing faith and courage. The jug of
the Samaritan woman was filled and she gradually came to believe in Jesus.

Let us review our own situations. To be educators is our vocation. \We are called
to teach, to care for and to love those simple souls God has placed in our schools.
They are just like the rich diversity of blossoming flowers that enhances the beauty
of nature, especially in springtime. In response to our call, we cherish them all,
including those slow learners, those in need of special care, the unamotivated, the
bright but troublesome ones, etc. 17
We patiently make good attempts to help them develop “and«flourish, as_‘ we /-

desperately wish to see improvements in their pérformance.. sin most-cases, / /

however, their performance is still far from satisfactery. —Somehow deep Inside_ts,
a voice full of helplessness and discouragement seems torbe'groaning, “Why bether?
Why not just give up”. Are we to succumb to suchitemptation?



Let us pray for fortitude, and recall the hope, aspiration, yearning and passion when
we first decided to embrace this mission. Let us learn to see beyond our present
constraints and frustrations. With prayers and deeper reflection, we are then able
to understand that it is Jesus who hides under the likeness of all those who are
seemingly unpleasant, annoying and uncooperative.

When we listen to the rejected and give them a hand or a smile, we are empowered
by Jesus to do so, because we see the suffering Christ in them too. Jesus is
overseeing us, responding to our needs, and imparting His grace to us. With His
help, we are able to let all those who come to us feel that they are being loved and
cared for, thus recognizing their own self-worth and the many gifts from God. Just
like the Samaritan woman and the blind man, they will be filled with Jesus’ blessing
through the work of ours, as we have again become His agents.

Let us have a good examination of our conscience and our vocation during this
Season of Lent. Be ready to undergo a true conversion and turn towards God, so
that He will work through us and impart His grace to all those whom we encounter
at our workplace.

With prayerful wishes in this season of grace,
Sr. Cecilia Wong
March 12, 2017
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