Family Letter 2

December 8, 2010
Dear Colleagues,

Advent --- Moment of Grace

Advent is a period of preparation for the Lord’s coming. | remember while | was Head of
school, | had very tight schedule during the time of Advent --- preparing students for winter term
exam, taking care of Christmas liturgy and celebration, giving a helping hand to our convent
chores...etc. The best part of it though was to place the statue of Baby Jesus in the manger. While
holding Baby Jesus, my heart thrilled. And suddenly | realized | was too much preoccupied by
everyday activities just like a housewife focusing on the daily necessities found in a supermarket. |
asked whether I have put Jesus my first priority in life. Gazing at Mary silently waiting for the Lord’s
coming in deep faith, I wish | could follow her. In silence | began my Advent, my Christmas.

Mary is the icon of Advent, a down-to earth role model for us. She leads us to life and
love. Her saying “Yes’ to God’s invitation was costly and risky. She had to give up her own plans, end
her marriage with Joseph, and face condemnation from her neighbors. Yet she still responded
positively and kept her promise till Jesus’ death on the Cross. We should learn from Mary who
showed great trust in the Lord.

Faith is a gift from God and there is a need to respond to His grace. Mary set a good
example for us. Traveling alone in Palestine in those days was considerably tough. Mary did not
allow herself to be preoccupied and immediately left home to visit her elderly cousin Elizabeth, who
was three months pregnant. From her encounter with God, Mary was moved to taking an act of
practical charity.

God could have chosen ‘something majestic’ or ‘someone extraordinary’ to do His work.
And yet He chose to reveal Himself through some humble people and their simple acts. It means that
He is looking for ordinary people like us, people with little faith, to cooperate with Him in His divine
plan. Let us be alert in our daily life to listen to God’s call.

May be God is prompting us to say a word of comfort, of encouragement to our
colleagues, especially to those whom we don’t get along with.

May be God is advising us to pause for a while and pray before we act or speak in order
to be His messenger of peace.

Or perhaps God is asking us to see beyond the person, to understand the good motivation
within, to be compassionate, instead of being judgmental.

The practice of ‘Love’ in Advent doesn’t have to be complicated or dramatic. Learn from
the Handmaiden Mary’s spontaneity and simplicity:

Be less self-righteous, be more loving;
From “I’- centered to “We’- centered.

The story of Christmas has become so familiar to us that we may risk missing out the
blessings God has prepared for us. May each one of us learn to behave more like Mary during this
Advent -- Carrying Jesus in our heart as she carried Him in her womb.

Together with my Assistants, | wish you a Blessed Advent and a Holy Christmas. May
God grant you abundant Peace, overflowing Joy and a double portion of His Love.

Yours affectionately,

Sr. Cecilia Wong m
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